“For as long as I can remember, St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church & School has been about family, belonging,
learning, and service.”

– Ron Zelle

A Community of Faith and Service

Throughout its nearly 150-year history, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School has been marked by a strong
sense of community – a community united in faith and service. Just as St. Paul’s has shaped the lives of the
families around it, so have those families shaped the ministry of this congregation.
• The Engelbrecht family’s ties with St. Paul’s run deep, as the sixth generation is now attending St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church and the fifth generation is enrolled at St. Paul’s Lutheran School.
• The Wells family — Matt, Jen, Ellen, Robert, and Drew — have lived in Waverly for years and noticed the
energy and excitement of St. Paul’s. In 2018, they joined the congregation and celebrated the baptisms of
Jen, Ellen, Robert, and Drew.
• As a teacher, Tricia Freeman was drawn in by St. Paul’s commitment to quality faith-based education.
As a family, Tricia and her husband, Warren, along with their children Jayna, Averie, and Gavin made the
commitment to move to Waverly so they could live in a community that valued what St. Paul’s provides.
Tricia now teaches first grade at St. Paul’s Lutheran School.
• Eliza Boots is one of Tricia’s co-workers. Her first teaching job was at St. Paul’s – and 28 years later she is
still teaching second grade at St. Paul’s. Doug, Claire, and Ellis are all active members in the congregation.
These stories and countless others like them tell the story of St. Paul’s: one of commitment to service.

Building on Blessings

Building on Blessings is a celebration of the ministry of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School. It is also a capital
campaign to sustain and grow ministry in our renovated and expanded facility. We’re grateful for the new
energy and excitement around our campus since the completion of our building project, which unified the
church and school under one roof and blessed us with a beautiful new gathering space.
Our current mortgage is $2.6 million, down from the original $3.1 million taken out in 2016. A $50,000
matching gift resulted in more than $170,000 given by 158 donors in December during the Debt Reduction
Gift Challenge. This principal reduction payment will help St. Paul’s save hundreds of thousands in mortgage
interest. Generosity abounds amongst the members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School!
And our work continues. The Debt Reduction Gift Challenge was a forerunner to our Building on Blessings
2019-2021 Capital Campaign. Please join in celebrating what God is doing in our ministry together here at St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church & School.
“We have the capacity to accomplish great things on behalf of our God, who has shaped and formed this
place for nearly 150 years,” said Pastor Arthur Bergren. “When St. Paul’s gets focused, we can achieve
anything for our God.”

Our Financial Goals

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School is undertaking this campaign to make our vision for ministry a reality. To
do that, our goal is to raise $1 million over three years. Because we believe we can reach this goal and go
beyond, we have set a challenge goal of $1.3 million.
Now is the time to make a difference that matters! Through Building on Blessings, we will raise funds to:
• Make substantial payments on our principal to reduce our long-term debt;
• Create an Operating Cash Reserve to responsibly manage our finances;
• Sustain our mortgage payments over three years.

Your Commitment
You are the steward of what God has entrusted to you. Consider your gift in prayer. Remember that what
you give to the Building on Blessings capital campaign is over and above your regular offering to St. Paul’s,
which supports our annual operating budget. Our ongoing ministry needs your regular offering support.
A giving chart will be provided to assist in planning your gift. We ask that you consider a sacrificial gift that
fits your blessings.

A Congregational Effort
Everyone is being asked to join in our ministry. Not everyone can give the same gift amount, yet everyone
can share in the manner God has blessed them. We are asking for a shared equal sacrifice. We can do
together much more than each of us can do by ourselves.

Our Hopes for the Campaign
Building on Blessings will bring our community together to celebrate the new energy and excitement
around our campus. We thank God for each member who has embraced the ministry through St. Paul’s
Church & School with energy, joy and thanksgiving. We want this campaign to be a time of generous
prayer, engaging affirmation and thankful celebration.

Joining the Effort
Pledges will be received on Commitment Weekend, May 4-5. Those present in worship that weekend will
be invited to complete a commitment card as a part of worship. Those who are not able to be in worship
that day will have other opportunities to complete their commitment to the campaign.

